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PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

August 3, 2016 
 
Osage County Attorney Brandon L. Jones announces the completion of the review of the law 
enforcement use of force, and the death of Kenneth Shick. The incident occurred on October 20, 
2015, at 11651 S. Jordan, in Wakarusa, Osage County, Kansas. 
 
The Office of the Osage County Attorney has reviewed the results of the investigation conducted 
by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation and the Osage County Sheriff’s Office. 
 

SCOPE OF THE REPORT 
 

This report details the factual findings and legal conclusions related solely to the criminal 
investigation into the death of Kenneth Shick. The only question addressed by this report is 
whether sufficient evidence exists to establish beyond a reasonable doubt that the criminal laws 
of the State of Kansas were violated. 
 
The Office of the Osage County Attorney has no administrative or civil authority regarding use 
of force investigations. Therefore, this report does not address any administrative review that 
may be conducted by the Osage County Sheriff’s Office, provide any assessment of policy 
considerations, or address questions of possible civil liability where a lesser burden of proof 
would apply. 
 
Questions as to whether the use of force in any particular case could have been avoided or de-
escalated if the officer(s) or citizen(s) had behaved differently in the moments leading up to the 
use of force are not properly addressed in a criminal investigation. 
 

FACTUAL SUMMARY 
 

On October 20, 2015, at approximately 1:20 AM, a 9-1-1 call was redirected to the Osage 
County Sheriff’s Office from the Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office. The 9-1-1 call was an “open 
line” call, meaning dispatchers could not make contact with the caller, but the line remained 
connected. Dispatchers believed there to be an ongoing domestic disturbance at the location of 
the call, 11651 S. Jordan Road in Wakarusa located in northern Osage County, Kansas. Three 
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uniformed Osage County Sheriff’s deputies responded to the call, the first deputy arriving at 1:34 
AM. Contact was made with Kenneth Schick, a white male, DOB 07/03/1968, and two of his 
family members who were the male and female residents of the home. The initial deputy on 
scene made contact with the female family member and Mr. Schick. The deputy observed Mr. 
Schick to be acting aggressively and controlling, and the deputy was informed by the female 
family member that there was a problem in the residence. The deputy, believing the male and 
female residents of the home may be in danger, attempted to get the female to step out of the 
home. Mr. Schick then grabbed the female in an aggressive manner pulling her into the home 
while acting in a very aggressive manner. 
 
Two more deputies arrived on the scene a short time later. The three deputies tried to deescalate 
the situation and take Mr. Schick into custody, but he refused to cooperate and resisted the 
deputies’ attempts to place him in custody. Mr. Schick became aggressive towards the deputies. 
At different times throughout the altercation, each of the three deputies deployed their tasers, but 
the tasers had no effect upon Mr. Schick as he continued to resist. One deputy deployed 
Oleoresin Capsicum spray, known as “OC” or “pepper” spray, on Mr. Schick who appeared 
unaffected  by the spray and continued to resist the deputies’ lawful commands. When Mr. 
Schick made an aggressive move towards one of the deputies, he was taken to the ground by the 
other two deputies. 
 
Mr. Schick continued to fight and resist the deputies, kicking them and attempting to pull items 
off of their uniforms, as they attempted to place him in hand restraints. Mr. Schick was 
eventually placed in hand restraints. As soon as Mr. Shick was secured, and pursuant to Osage 
County Sheriff’s Office policy, first responders were requested to respond to the home since 
tasers had been deployed. After Mr. Schick was taken into custody he suddenly stopped 
breathing. Deputies began the administration of CPR and continued until first responders arrived. 
First responders arrived within nine (9) minutes of deputies calling for them to respond and Mr. 
Schick was transported to a hospital in Topeka, Kansas. Mr. Schick was pronounced dead later 
that day at the hospital. An autopsy was performed later that day by Frontier Forensics. The 
cause of death was listed as cardiac arrhythmia during physical struggle. 
 
The Osage County Sheriff’s Office requested the assistance of the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation (KBI) in handling the investigation of this case. Special Agents with the KBI 
responded to the scene that night. Special agents conducted on-scene investigation and evidence 
collection, attended the autopsy, and conducted several interviews with all involved in the 
incident and those with relevant information pertaining to the investigation. The case was then 
submitted to the Osage County Attorney’s Office for review. The Osage County Attorney has 
reviewed the entire investigation prepared by the KBI, and has met with the KBI agents and the 
Osage County Sheriff. 
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REVIEW OF THE INVESTIGATION 
 
Interviews were conducted with civilian witnesses, including members of Mr. Shick’s family, 
and the deputies involved in the incident. Reports detailing those interviews, recordings of those 
interviews, reports of responding deputies and other law enforcement involved in the 
investigation, reports of the examination of the scene, physical evidence recovered, body 
microphone recordings of the responding deputies, 9-1-1 recordings, medical reports from first 
responders, and results of forensic testing and the autopsy report were all reviewed. 
 
There were slight differences in witnesses’ reports of what they saw, heard, or otherwise 
perceived. However, when all of the statements are taken in concert with the evidence gathered 
during the investigation, a clear understanding of the facts emerges. 
 

CIVILIAN WITNESS STATEMENTS 
 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation’s Special Agents and Osage County Sheriff’s Deputies 
interviewed the two family member witnesses on the scene the night of the incident. These 
interviews were digitally recorded. Special agents also interviewed other civilian witnesses with 
knowledge of Mr. Shick and his activities leading up to the night of the incident. These 
interviews were conducted within a few days after the incident, and these interviews were also 
digitally recorded.  
 
Witness 1 is a family member and the female resident of the home where the incident occurred. 
She reported that Mr. Shick has been experiencing “mental issues” for the past five (5) to ten 
(10) years, but was unsure of a diagnosis. She reported Mr. Shick to possibly be schizophrenic. 
The witness reported that Mr. Shick had reportedly experienced an emotional breakdown of sorts 
and had been “acting strange” at work. She reported that on October 19, 2015, she and Witness 2 
drove to Mr. Shick’s apartment in Topeka, Kansas, and packed some clothing for Mr. Shick to 
come and stay with them for four (4) or five (5) days. She reported that Mr. Shick seemed 
“stressed” and informed her he had smoked marijuana on either October 18th or 19th, 2015. 
 
Witness 1 and Witness 2 arrived back at 11651 S. Jordan Road with Mr. Shick around 4:30 or 
5:00 PM on October 19, 2015. She reported that as the day progressed, Mr. Shick’s behavior 
became more and more unusual. Witness 1 reported that they had dinner, she then walked around 
the property with Mr. Shick, and then Mr. Shick watched a movie with Witness 2. After the 
movie, Witness 1 reported that Mr. Shick became highly agitated and demanded them to “tell me 
a story!” Neither Witness 1, nor Witness 2, knew what Mr. Shick meant by this. Witness 1 
reported that Mr. Shick then ordered both Witness 1 and Witness 2 to sit in various places around 
the kitchen table, and demanded that they tell him about “the family” and “the story.” 
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Witness 1 reported that Mr. Shick pushed Witness 2 down steps that led from the kitchen table 
area down to the lower family room area, causing Witness 2 to fall to the floor in the lower 
family room. Witness 1 reported that while Mr. Shick was distracted by Witness 2’s fall, she was 
able to retrieve her cell phone and dial 9-1-1. Witness 1 reported that she did not speak with 
anyone and just let the phone ring. 
 
Witness 1 reported that approximately twenty (20) minutes later a deputy (Deputy 1) came to the 
door and Mr. Shick directed her to tell the deputy that they were just having a family argument, 
and that everything was “okay.” However, Witness 1 reported that she did not do this and instead 
told the deputy that “everything was not okay.” Witness 1 reported that at this point, Mr. Shick 
reached around over the top of her right shoulder and wrapped his arm around her neck area. 
Witness 1 reported that the deputy deployed his taser and Mr. Shick relinquished his grip around 
her neck. Witness 1 reported that the deputy then pepper sprayed Mr. Shick and Mr. Shick then 
jumped through a window opening in the kitchen wall. She reported that additional deputies 
(Deputies 2 and 3) entered the residence and Mr. Shick was tasered two (2) more times before he 
was taken into custody. Witness 1 stated that it was her opinion that Mr. Shick had some sort of a 
nervous breakdown.      
 
Witness 2 is a family member and the male resident of the home where the incident occurred. He 
reported consistent with Witness 1 with the following additional details. Witness 2 reported that 
Mr. Shick was “being crazy” that evening. He reported that Mr. Shick asked him things like “tell 
me the truth about life.” Witness 2 reported that he and Witness 1 went to bed and Mr. Shick 
rushed in and started “talking crazy.” They got up and met him in the living room. Mr. Shick 
demanded that he and Witness 1 tell him about “the family” and “the story.” Mr. Shick would 
get more upset when they questioned him about what Mr. Shick meant by such demands. He 
reported that Mr. Shick took Witness 1’s cell phone away from her and placed it on the bookcase 
near the interior garage door. Witness 2 reported that Mr. Shick then shoved him off the step that 
leads to the lower family room area adjacent to the kitchen table. Witness 2 reported that he 
injured his right shoulder as a result of the fall to the floor after being shoved by Mr. Shick. He 
reported that Mr. Shick ordered him to take his socks off and remain on the floor, and Mr. Shick 
directed Witness 1 to stand near the interior garage door and not move. He reported that Mr. 
Shick collected all of the phones in the house. 
 
Witness 3 is a co-worker of Mr. Shick. Witness 3 described Mr. Shick as a happy person “for the 
most part,” but indicated he had some issues with paranoia and was somewhat of a “conspiracy 
theorist.” He reported that he overheard two (2) other co-workers having a conversation about 
Mr. Shick in which they were very concerned about him and stated that they thought Mr. Shick 
was “saying his goodbyes.” Witness 3 reported that his co-workers discussed how Mr. Shick had 
not slept in days and was having problems with his medications. A co-worker told Witness 3 that 
Mr. Shick indicated he was going away for a while, possibly to rehab or maybe jail. Witness 3 
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stated that a co-worker contacted Mr. Shick’s ex-girlfriend because he was “very concerned” 
about Shick. 
 
Witness 4 is a co-worker of Mr. Shick. He reported that he worked with Mr. Shick twice in the 
three (3) days before the incident. Witness 4 reported that Mr. Shick’s behavior was “different” 
describing it as antsy, energetic, and that Mr. Shick was talking very fast. Witness 4 reported that 
the day before the incident, another co-worker of Mr. Shick told him he was very alarmed by Mr. 
Shick’s behavior. The co-worker reported to Witness 4 that Mr. Shick was erratic, rambling, 
talking as though “something was going to happen that day,” and was saying his “goodbyes.” 
Witness 4 reported that Mr. Shick had never “been this bad before.” He offered to take Mr. Shick 
out for lunch that day to talk with him, but Mr. Shick declined. Witness 4 reported that he tried to 
call Mr. Shick later that day without success, and then, as his concerns grew, he reached out to 
Mr. Shick’s ex-girlfriend on Facebook and asked her to check with a family member of Mr. 
Shick. 
 
Witness 5 is a co-worker of Mr. Shick. He reported that he worked with Mr. Shick on the day 
before the incident and Mr. Shick was “different than normal” and he seemed rattled. Witness 5 
reported that Mr. Shick appeared “nervous and fidgety.” Witness 5 reported that Mr. Shick 
thanked him for things he had done for him in the past, and told him that he had not slept in two 
(2) days. Mr. Shick told Witness 5 to “pray for him” and to “just be his friend.” Witness 5 
reported that Mr. Shick told him that he may be going to rehab soon because he had been getting 
into some “hardcore drugs.” Mr. Shick told him that rehab would be like jail, and that it was 
going to “be like hell for a while.” 
 
Witness 6 is the ex-girlfriend of Mr. Shick. She reported that she had been in a relationship with 
Mr. Shick for over eleven (11) years. She reported that the relationship ended in 2013, but the 
two (2) remained very close. She reported that a big reason for the end of their relationship was 
her difficulty dealing with Mr. Shick’s depression. She reported that the day before the incident, 
she received a phone call from one of Mr. Shick’s co-worker stating that Mr. Shick seemed 
“down” and he was concerned for him. She reported that she had never received a phone call like 
this so it concerned her. Witness 6 reported that she attempted to phone Mr. Shick, but she was 
unsuccessful so she called a family member of Mr. Shick and relayed the information to her.      
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT STATEMENTS 
 
The three (3) deputies involved in the arrest of Kenneth Shick all gave recorded, voluntary 
statements after the incident. 
 
Deputy 1: The first Osage County Sheriff’s Deputy to arrive on the scene is a fourteen (14) year 
veteran of the department. The Deputy was assigned to the third shift where he was driving a 
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fully marked Osage County Sheriff’s Office patrol vehicle and was dressed in an authorized 
Osage County Sheriff uniform. The deputy is a certified Kansas law enforcement officer with his 
license in good standing. 
 
The deputy reported that at approximately 1:20 AM, a 9-1-1 call came into the Osage County 
Sheriff’s Office from the Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office. The call was an “open line” and was 
believed to be a domestic disturbance. The deputy was in the sheriff’s office at the time and 
responded to the call address, 11651 S. Jordan Road, utilizing emergency lighting equipment and 
sirens. The deputy radioed Deputy 2 and determine that Deputy 2 was only a minute behind 
Deputy 1, so he made the decision to approach the residence upon arrival. 
 
Upon approach to the residence at 1:34 AM, the deputy observed a male subject (later identified 
as Mr. Shick) in the home facing the driveway through a large picture window. As the deputy got 
out of his vehicle and approached the residence, he also observed an elderly female in the 
window with her back against the north wall. He then observed the male (later identified as Mr. 
Shick), with his back against the bar area of the kitchen and he was facing the female. The 
deputy went to the door and the female came to the door and opened it. The deputy asked what 
was going on. Mr. Shick told the female, “Tell him.” The deputy reported that the female stated, 
“He says we are having a family discussion.” Mr. Shick then looked at the deputy and said, 
“Everything is fine,” but the female then said, “Everything is not fine,” and she appeared to be 
upset. The deputy described Mr. Shick as being aggressive and controlling in his mannerisms. 
The deputy then observed the elderly male inside the residence stand up and rub his shoulder. He 
reported that he believed the elderly individuals in the home may be in danger so attempted to 
get the elderly female to come out of the house with him. 
 
Mr. Shick then came up behind the elderly female and placed his left arm around her neck and 
placed his right hand in the small of her back. Mr. Shick began pulling the elderly female 
backwards while ducking behind her as if using her as a shield. The deputy reported that he 
believed Mr. Shick was “taking her hostage.” The deputy reported that he drew his firearm and 
pointed it at Mr. Shick. Mr. Shick then continued to duck behind the elderly woman stating, 
“Don’t shoot the innocent.” Mr. Shick kept moving around with the woman, but the deputy 
finally got an opportunity to see Mr. Shick’s right hand (he could not see if prior to this) and 
observed that he had no weapon. Mr. Shick then “suddenly and violently” threw the elderly 
female to the floor. The deputy reported that he then re-holstered his weapon and prepared to 
enter the door with his foot already in the doorway. 
 
Mr. Shick rushed the door and attempted to shut it on the deputy. The door was kept ajar by the 
deputy’s foot and he then removed his taser and reached around the mostly closed door and 
pointed the taser at Mr. Shick. The deputy reported that he then “deployed,” or fired, his taser 
with the probes striking Mr. Shick in the chest area. The deputy reported the Mr. Shick was not 
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wearing a shirt. As the deputy activated the taser he heard Mr. Shick proclaim, “Electricity, 
Fun!” as he pulled the probes out of his chest. The deputy reported that he had never seen anyone 
react this way to a taser deployment. He found the ineffectiveness of the taser “disturbing and 
very abnormal.” The deputy then moved in for a “drive stun” which was also ineffective. This 
entire incident was taking place in the doorway. 
 
The deputy reported that he then re-holstered his taser and removed his OC spray. He forced the 
door open and sprayed a “Z pattern” over Mr. Shick’s face and upper chest area with the OC 
spray. The deputy reported that the OC spray had no visible effect on Mr. Shick. At this time, the 
deputy observed that Deputy 2 had arrived and was approaching the residence door. The deputy 
reported that Mr. Shick then leaped over the kitchen sink and through a small opening in the wall 
over the sink which allowed a person to overlook the living room area of the home. 
 
With two (2) deputies in the residence now, they proceeded through the dining room and into the 
living room area where Mr. Shick was now located along with the elderly man. Having lost sight 
of Mr. Shick as he jumped through the opening into another room, Deputy 1 reported that he was 
concerned that Mr. Shick may now have a weapon, and he was concerned for the elderly man’s 
safety. The deputy reported that he then observed Mr. Shick in a “fighting stance” with his fists 
clinched. Verbal commands were given for Mr. Shick to get on the floor, which he ignored. The 
deputy then attempted to use his OC spray again, but it appeared to have no effect as Mr. Shick 
was moving around a great deal. The deputy reported that at this time, Deputy 2 deployed his 
taser and the probes stuck Mr. Shick in the chest. Mr. Shick again removed the probes with the 
taser appearing to have no effect upon him. Mr. Shick was described by the deputy as being 
aggressive, non-compliant, and screaming. The deputy reported that he was in fear for his safety 
as well as the safety of the others in the residence. 
 
By this time, Deputy 3 had arrived on the scene, entered the residence, and was standing in the 
living room with the other two deputies and Mr. Shick. Deputy 3 deployed his taser at Mr. Shick, 
which was again ineffective. Since none of the interventions attempted by the deputies had 
worked, it was decided that they would go “hands on” to resolve the situation. Deputy 1 went to 
Mr. Shick’s left side while Deputy 3 went to Mr. Shick’s right side. As they were doing this, Mr. 
Shick advanced towards Deputy 2 with the distance closing to less than six (6) feet. At that time, 
Mr. Shick was grabbed on each arm by two (2) of the deputies and was taken to the floor and 
onto his chest in what was described as a “nonviolent takedown.” 
 
On the floor, the deputy reported that he and the other deputies attempted to handcuff Mr. Shick, 
but he had placed both of his hands underneath his torso. The deputy reported that Mr. Shick was 
talking, but was not making any sense. Against a great deal of resistance, the deputies were 
finally able to pull his arms from underneath him and get him handcuffed, but they had to use 
two sets of handcuffs to do so. Deputy 3 was at Mr. Shick’s head speaking to him while Deputy 
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2 was attempting to control Mr. Shick’s feet, but was being repeatedly kicked by Mr. Shick. 
Despite being handcuffed, Mr. Shick continued to resist and was grabbing at items on Deputy 3’s 
vest and eventually dislodged his radio, flinging it across the room. He also attempted to remove 
a knife from the deputy’s pocket. The deputy had to take the knife and secure it in his pocket to 
keep Mr. Shick from gaining control of it. 
 
At this point, the OC spray was affecting Deputy 2 so much that he was nearly incapacitated. 
Several windows were opened and fan was brought in by the homeowners and pointed at Mr. 
Shick and the deputies to dissipate the OC spray. Pursuant to Osage County Sheriff’s Office 
policy, an ambulance had already been requested by the deputy to check on Mr. Shick, as soon as 
he was secured, since he had been tased and OC sprayed. The deputies also wanted medical 
personnel to check on the homeowners. Deputy 2 had to leave the room to get fresh air and to 
flush his face with water. Deputy 1 took Deputy 2’s position controlling Mr. Shick’s feet and 
was immediately kicked by Mr. Shick who was still continuing to talk and resist. 
 
The deputy reported that around this time, Deputy 3 stated that Mr. Shick has stopped talking to 
him. The deputy reported that he also observed that Mr. Shick had quit kicking at him. The two 
deputies rolled Mr. Shick over onto his back and began to assess him for signs of life. There 
were no signs of breathing and they could not find a pulse. The deputy then began CPR by 
administering chest compressions. The two deputies continued chest compressions, alternating 
turns, until medical assistance arrived. Medical personnel arrived within nine (9) minutes of 
being requested, and Mr. Shick was transported by ambulance from the scene to a hospital in 
Topeka.      
 
Deputy 2: The second Osage County Sheriff’s Deputy to arrive on the scene is an eight (8) year 
veteran of the department. The Deputy was assigned to the third shift where he was driving a 
fully marked Osage County Sheriff’s Office patrol vehicle and was dressed in an authorized 
Osage County Sheriff uniform. The deputy is a certified Kansas law enforcement officer with his 
license in good standing. 
 
Deputy 2 also responded with emergency lights and siren activated to the 9-1-1 call and was the 
second deputy to arrive at the scene. The deputy reported that as he was pulling into the 
driveway of the residence, he saw Deputy 1 in the doorway of the residence and heard him 
calling out over the radio that a Code 1 (white male) had “taken a hostage.” The deputy got out 
of his patrol vehicle and approached the front of the home with his MP-5 (a department issued 
long gun). The deputy saw an older male in the home through the picture window. He then saw 
Mr. Shick jump through an interior window-like-opening in the kitchen area. He reported 
hearing Deputy 1 yelling something, but could not make out what he was saying. He joined the 
other deputy at the doorway, and both deputies entered the residence. They entered the kitchen 
area, then the dining room, and then the living room where they came into contact with Mr. 
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Shick. Deputy 1 was yelling at Mr. Shick to “Get down!” The deputy described Mr. Shick as 
standing in a “fighter’s stance” with his fists clinched. 
 
The deputy reported that he let his MP-5 drop and hang on its sling and he drew his taser. He 
told Mr. Shick several times to get on the ground, but Mr. Shick failed to comply. The deputy 
informed the other deputy that he was going to deploy his taser on Mr. Shick, and then warned 
Mr. Shick that he was going to be tased if he did not get on the ground. Mr. Shick did not comply 
stating, “I don’t have to do what you say, I told the truth.” The deputy then yelled, “Taser, taser, 
taser!” and deployed his taser with the probes striking Mr. Shick in chest. The deputy reported 
that he saw minimal effect on Mr. Shick when the taser probes struck him, noting nothing more 
than a muscle twitch. Based upon the deputy’s past experience, this was a very unusual reaction. 
Mr. Shick kept talking as if the taser had no effect upon him. The deputies continued to 
command Mr. Shick to get on the ground. The deputy pulled the trigger on the taser again to 
reactivate it, but again it had no effect on Mr. Shick. Mr. Shick told the deputies they would have 
to “beg him” to get on the ground as he pulled the taser probes from his chest. 
 
The deputy reported that Mr. Shick was making aggressive movements towards the deputies with 
his fists clinched. At this time, Deputy 3 arrived and commanded Mr. Shick to get on the ground. 
Mr. Shick did not comply and Deputy 2 reported that Deputy 3 yelled, “Taser, taser, taser!” and 
deployed his taser with the probes striking Mr. Shick in the chest. Again, Mr. Shick was 
unaffected by the taser and pulled the probes out of his chest telling the deputies that they were 
“doing it wrong.” At that time, Mr. Shick began advancing on the deputy and the other two 
deputies took Mr. Shick to the ground and onto his chest as he attempted to control Mr. Shick’s 
legs. Mr. Shick was violently struggling, kicking, and resisting their efforts to handcuff him. The 
deputy reported that Mr. Shick was “bucking” them off and was grabbing at items on their vests. 
 
The deputy reported that he attempted to “drive stun” Mr. Shick in the buttocks and it appeared 
to have a slight effect as the deputies were able to get him handcuffed. The deputy reported that 
Mr. Shick was yelling out, “Code 3, Code 3!” He described Mr. Shick’s behavior as being “very 
bizarre.” 
 
The deputy reported that he had to leave the residence as he was being overcome by the effects 
of the OC spray and his eyes were swelling shut. He indicated that Mr. Shick kicked Deputy 1 in 
the chest as he was replacing the deputy on Mr. Shick’s feet. The deputy reported he left the 
residence to get fresh air and then heard over the radio that Mr. Shick was not breathing.   
 
Deputy 3: The third Osage County Sheriff’s Deputy to arrive on the scene is a five (5) year 
veteran of the department, and was previously employed as a Deputy Sheriff for the Shawnee 
County Sheriff’s Office for ten (10) years. The Deputy was assigned to the second shift where he 
was driving a fully marked Osage County Sheriff’s Office patrol vehicle and was dressed in an 
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authorized Osage County Sheriff uniform. The deputy is a certified Kansas law enforcement 
officer with his license in good standing. 
 
Deputy 3 also responded to the 9-1-1 call and was the third deputy to arrive at the scene. He did 
not respond with emergency lights and siren activated. The deputy reported that as he was 
pulling into the driveway of the residence, he heard Deputy 1 calling out over the radio in a 
“high elevated voice” that a Code 1 (white male) had “taken a hostage.” He believed the deputy 
to be in danger.  
 
The deputy reported that he saw Deputy 2 enter the residence, but he could not see them inside 
the residence through the windows. He entered the residence and proceed through the home 
looking for the other deputies. He entered the living room area and saw the other two deputies 
facing Mr. Shick who he described as standing in a “fighting stance” and “looking wild.” He 
reported that Mr. Shick was saying “incoherent things” and had a taser probe hanging from his 
chest. He had heard previous radio traffic that Mr. Shick had been tased and OC sprayed. He 
reported that he believed the situation to be “out of control” if these two interventions had 
already been used and Mr. Shick was still standing there and “out of control.”  
 
The deputy reported Mr. Shick then made an aggressive move towards Deputy 2 and he yelled 
“Taser, taser, taser!” and deployed his taser with the probes striking Mr. Shick in the chest. He 
reported that Mr. Shick had no reaction to being struck by the taser. He reported that this is a 
reaction he had never seen from someone being struck by taser probes and the accompanying 
electrical charge. At that time, Mr. Shick began advancing on Deputy 2 and he and Deputy 1 
took Mr. Shick to the ground and onto his chest as Deputy 2 attempted to control Mr. Shick’s 
legs. Mr. Shick was violently struggling, kicking, and resisting their efforts to handcuff him. The 
deputy reported Mr. Shick’s actions as being a “total bucking bronco ride, unbelievable.” Mr. 
Shick was fighting them off and was grabbing at items on their vests. He reported in his entire 
career, he had never dealt with someone with this kind of strength.  He tried to use pressure 
points to control Mr. Shick, but nothing was working. 
 
The deputy reported that he was being affected by the OC spray and was having a hard time 
seeing and breathing, but Mr. Shick seemed to be unaffected. He reported that Mr. Shick kept 
stating things, but was making no sense. He reported that they eventually got Mr. Shick into 
handcuffs. The deputy reported that windows were opened and a fan was used to dissipate the 
OC spray and he was starting to feel some relief and was still talking to Mr. Shick, but his 
responses were unintelligible and were now without anger or emotion. The deputy reported that 
then, without warning, Mr. Shick stopped moving and talking. He was rolled over and no signs 
of life were discovered and CPR was started. The deputy described the sudden change in Mr. 
Shick’s condition as being as sudden as the switching of a light switch. CPR was continued until 
medical personnel arrived. Medical personnel arrived within nine (9) minutes of being requested.  
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SCENE 
 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation processed the scene of the incident. The scene was photographed 
and diagrammed. Scene investigators located, photographed, and collected items of physical 
evidence including three (3) X26 Tasers, one canister of “Sabre Red” OC spray, several “Anti-
Felony Identification Discs” (or “AFID”) which are discharged from a taser when it is 
discharged, a taser probe/dart, cooper taser wire, and spent taser cartridges.  
 

FORENSIC EVIDENCE AND AUTOPSY RESULTS 
 
The data from the three (3) tasers used in this incident was downloaded and retrieved and 
reviewed by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation. 
 
The autopsy was performed on the body of Kenneth Shick on October 21, 2015, at Frontier 
Forensics located at 40 S. 18th Street, Kansas City, Kansas. The autopsy findings included five 
(5) punctures consistent with taser barb and/or impact on the front of the torso, and another one 
(1) on the back of the left arm at the wrist. 
 
The toxicologic analysis detected marijuana and its metabolites. From the metabolite 
distribution, marijuana exposure is recent. 
 
The cause of death was listed as cardiac arrhythmia during physical struggle. The etiology or 
manner of death was listed as undetermined. 
 

KANSAS LAW 
 

A. Use of Force – Law Enforcement Officer Making Arrest 
 
In Kansas, law enforcement officers are justified in the use of force necessary to effect an arrest 
and to defend the officer’s self, or another, from bodily harm while making an arrest. Kansas 
Statutes Annotated 21-5227 states: 
 

(a) A law enforcement officer, or any person whom such officer has summoned or 
directed to assist in making a lawful arrest, need not retreat or desist from efforts to 
make a lawful arrest because of resistance or threatened resistance to the arrest. Such 
officer is justified in the use of any force which such officer reasonably believes to be 
necessary to effect the arrest and the use of any force which such officer reasonably 
believes to be necessary to defend the officer's self or another from bodily harm while 
making the arrest. However, such officer is justified in using deadly force only when 
such officer reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent death or great 
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bodily harm to such officer or another person, or when such officer reasonably 
believes that such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being defeated by 
resistance or escape and such officer has probable cause to believe that the person to 
be arrested has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving death or great 
bodily harm or is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or otherwise 
indicates that such person will endanger human life or inflict great bodily harm unless 
arrested without delay. 

 
B. Application of Kansas Law 

 
An officer’s use of force to effect an arrest is judged on a “case by case” basis. Only such force 
reasonably needed to effect the arrest and necessary to defend the officer's self, or another, from 
bodily harm while making the arrest is legally permissible under Kansas law. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
On October 20, 2015, three (3) Osage County Sheriff’s Deputies exercised use of force in an 
attempt to effect an arrest and such use of force was necessary to defend the deputies, and the 
two (2) family members present in the home, from bodily harm while making the arrest. During 
the process of the deputies effecting an arrest, Kenneth Shick suffered from a cardiac arrhythmia 
and later died at a Topeka hospital. The evidence uncovered during the course of the 
investigation found no credible evidence that the deputies’ use of force was unreasonable under 
the circumstances they encountered. 
 
The investigation established that Kenneth Shick had battered two (2) family members, as well 
as two (2) deputies, and had placed them in a very dangerous, potentially life-threatening 
situation. Further, Mr. Shick refused to comply with the lawful orders from clearly identified law 
enforcement officers. Finally, Mr. Shick advanced towards the deputies in a threatening manner, 
placing them in fear of bodily harm to themselves and to the two (2) family members present. 
The three (3) Osage County Sheriff’s Deputies used reasonable force to effect an arrest and to 
defend themselves, and the two (2) family members, from bodily harm while making the arrest. 
Under Kansas law and the facts of this case, I conclude that no criminal charges will be filed 
against any of the three (3) deputies involved in this case.  
 
Brandon L. Jones 
Osage County Attorney 


