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LYNDON FLORAL

If it’s do-able,
we do it!

• Tuxedo Rental
• Delivery
• Weddings
• Floral Arrangements
for all occasions

• Balloon Grams
• Gift Baskets
• Fruit and/or Snack
Gift Arrangements

• Specialty
Orders

At Lyndon Floral,
we go out of our
way to help our
customers.

Rural delivery
Available!

623 Topeka Ave • Lyndon • (785) 828-4517

Filter Service
OF KanSaS, inc.

Currently Servicing 31 States!

Dorsett L. Markham
Devin L. Markham
Jerrad K. Orear

P.O. Box 126 
201 W. 17th Street
Lyndon, KS 66451

(785) 823-4442

Bruce & Kelly Doman

Domans
McBurney 
Tree & Shrub

Locally Owned & Operated
Serving Northern Osage County

wk 836-7351
cell 224-9143
cell 224-7623

Licensed & Insured • No Money Up Front!

Call today for a FREE Estimate!

Bug Prevention
We Trim Trees, Also!

Continued from Page 21

“I just kept myself open 
to everything, and the most 
unusual things happened,” 
she said. 

During the three years 
she was in Australia, Wis-
chropp only made a few 
trips back to the states. 

“I was in Kansas about 
four weeks out of the year,” 
she said. “It’s an expensive 
trip back and forth.”

With her family nearly 
10,000 miles away, Wis-
chropp developed an ex-
tended family of friends in 
Australia. 

“That’s who I spent all 
my holidays, that’s who 
I spent all my birthdays 
with – every big thing that 
happened,” she said. “Of 
course, I told my family 
what was going on, but they 
were the support system. 
They really were my family 
when I was there.”

Wischropp picked up 
plenty while there, from 
friends to an accent, but 
held on to enough of where 
she was from to set her 
apart from the locals.

“I got called Kansas all 
the time,” she said.

Her friends even threw 
her a Dorothy-themed fare-
well party when she left.

 “It was fun,” she said. 
“Instead of a dog, I carried a 
stuffed wombat.”

When she made it back 
to Kansas this spring, her 
accent, and that of those 
around her, took on anoth-
er round of unfamiliarity. 

 “The first few days back 
I noticed it,” Wischropp 
said. “It’s funny to hear the 
voices you’ve heard all your 
life, and hear them that 
way.

Wischropp brought 
back more than just her 
experience in Australia 
when three of her Aus-
tralian friends visited the 
United States in April. Ben 

Solomon, Mark Histon and 
Stefan Ellis took the op-
portunity to tour the U.S., 
stopping in Los Angeles, 
Las Vegas, New Orleans and 
New York before arriving 
at their final destination 
of London, where Ellis was 
planning to stay.

During their stay here, 
the crew enjoyed some 
of the simple differences 
between Australia and the 
U.S., noticing the “big cars 
and big highways,” and 
took special privilege in rid-
ing around in Wischropp’s 
father’s old Cadillac.

“It’s brilliant,” Histon 
said. “I feel like Snoop 
Dogg.”

The three also sampled 
American-style cheeseburg-
ers, a delicacy that tends to 
be smaller, more rare and 
less greasy back home. The 
group was also looking for-
ward to another American 
staple.

“We’re pumped to go to 
Wal-Mart,” Ellis said. “We’ve 
heard a lot about it.”

The trio and Wischropp 
knew each other more 
through friends, but reflect 
on a kinship Wischropp 
found with many of her 
close, and not so close, 
friends in Australia.

“They were acquain-
tances, but that’s just how 
it is,” she said. “It’s that life-
style. When you’re travel-
ing, the people you’re with 
at the moment are your 
best friends. I probably 
had a million best friends, 
depending on where I was 

traveling at the time.”
Since returning, Wis-

chropp has had to re-accli-
mate herself to Kansas.

“It’s just strange,” she 
said. “I know how every-
thing works here, I just 
have to remember it again.”

She calls the experience a 
“counter-culture shock.”

“Getting used to ev-
erything again has taken 
longer than I thought it 
would,” she said. “Every-
thing that’s familiar and 
everything I remembered all 
of a sudden felt unrelated.”

Wischropp has settled 
back into the Midwest, 
living just on the Missouri 
side of Kansas City and 
taking a nursing position 
at St. Luke’s Hospital. The 
experience of living on the 
other side of the world will 
stick with her for a while, as 
will her accent and some of 
the Australian attitude.

“It seems like a frantic 
pace here now,” she said. 
“Everyone gets so stressed 
out so easily. Now I’m of 
the mindset of ‘just chill 
out, it’ll happen when it 
happens.’”

Wischropp feels she 
learned a lot, not only from 
where she was, but where 
she started.

“I never knew what it 
meant to be an American 
until I left,” she said. “It 
was a real eye opening. It 
really made me appreciate 
my upbringing and where I 
came from.”

Wischropp fully endorses 
others to find their own 
road, wherever it may lead 
them, and whatever adven-
tures it may bring.

“America’s great,” she 
said. “Living here’s fantas-
tic, but there’s a big world 
to see, and you learn a lot 
about where you come from 
when you leave.”

Of course, it’s okay to 
come back, too.

Wischropp: Lyndon graduate 
returns after three years in Australia

“America’s great. 
Living here is fantastic, 

but there’s a big world to 
see, and you learn a lot 
about where you come 
from when you leave.”


