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Group of miners pose with their mules in coal mine #14 at Scranton, circa 1910-1925.
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Burlingame Railroad’s use
of Osage County coal also
peaked during this time.
Eventually, Osage County
could not retain its market
because of the high cost of
its coal. The reason for the
higher rate was due to the
railroad rate structure for

shipping. Osage County min-

ing companies paid higher
freight charges for coal
shipments than most major
competitors.

The high prices, loss of
trade area, slack work and
little pay threatened Osage

County mine fields. The rail-

road reduced miner’s wages
from $2.75 a ton in 1873 to
half that amount in 1893.
Along with low output per
man each day and less ac-
tive days, the miners had to
tighten their belts. In 1914,
the Kansas Public Utilities
Commission intervened, but
by then it was too late to
restore production back to
the level it once had been.

Strip mining began in Kan-

sas in 1876, but eventually
stopped. In the 1930s, strip
mining again became the
preferred method of mining
coal. Coal beds too thin to
be mined underground were
stripped with power shov-
els, some of which dug to
depths of 100 feet.

Strip mining left deep
ditches and high ridges,
some of which can still be
seen today in the county.
As the shovels removed the
dirt, trenches of 100 feet
wide by 100 feet deep were
created. Originally, the land
was abandoned and left
to grow back to trees and
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Courtesy Schuyler Museum

Burlingame’s Schuy-
ler Museum is one
of the last places in
Osage County to see
the history of coal
mining in the county.
Featured coal mining
exhibits include nu-
merous photographs
such as these, above
and right, and mining
artifacts including
carbide lamps, tools
and machinery. Burl-
ingame was home to
Bell Mine No. 4, which
operated until 1964.

We listen to you.

According to J.D. Power and
Associates, our agency offers "An

Courtesy Kansas State Historical Society

Courtesy Corinne Dubois
Burlingame’s Bell Mine No. 4
was the last coal mine shaft
in the state to be closed.

brush, while the trenches
filled with water.

The 1969 Kansas Legis-
lature passed regulations
requiring coal companies to
reclaim land. More stringent
federal regulations were
enacted. Today strip mines
must be converted back into
useful productive land. The
companies must smooth out
the ditches, replace topsoil
and plant grass or crops
similar to what was there
before the mining started.

Jean Timms, of the Osage
County Historical Society,
assisted in the research of
this story.

18-520-2606

El Mezcal

Mexican Restaurant

The most authentic Mexican food this side of the horder!

Combination Dinners
Specialty Dinners
Lunch specials available 11 am-3 pm Monday-Friday

$1.25 Margarita’s every Tuesday & Thursday!

OPEN Sun-Thurs 1llam-10pm * Fri-Sat 1lam-10:30pm
115 W Market St
Osage City

Outstanding Customer Experience."
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Alvin J Creekmore Agency
507 Market Street

Osage City, KS 66523
acreekm1@amfam.com
(785) 528-4333
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American Family Mutual Comp:
Home Office - Madison, Wi 53783
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JP-207780 - 4108

Living Well at Home After Age 60
East Central Kansas

Area Agency on Aging

Helping Persons Age 60 and Older Maintain
Dignity, Independence, Health & Self-Sufficiency

sServices
Housekeeping
Information & Assistance
Insurance Consultation
Intergenerational Programs
Legal Assistance
Lifeline Assistance
Linkage to other services
Meals
Medical Equipment

Assessment

Bathing

Caregiver Program

Case Management

Chore Assistance

Custom Care

Exercise Programs

CF, FR, AN, & OS Counties Only
Health & Wellness

Nursing Facility Pre-Admission
Personal Care

Prescription Drug Assistance
Respite (caregiver relief)
Support Groups

Tax Form Assistance
Telephone/Visiting
Transportation Coordination
Volunteer Programs

ECKAAA needs trained volunteers to assist others:
1. In finding Medicare D prescription drug plans using the Medicare website (internet access assistance
provided when needed)
1. Helping others understand Medicare A, B, and D enrollment and eligibility
3. Helping others find answers to Medicare and supplement insurance questions using websites or agency
resource material

Contact Sherrie Heaney for more information

132 S. Main
Ottawa, KS 66067
800-633-5621
785-242-7200

East Central Kansas
Area Agency on Aging

Anderson - Coffey - Franklin - Linn - Miami - Osage
Funded through the Kansas Department on Aging.




